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Mass Schedule                           

Horario de Misas                      

Saturday Vigil ~ Vigilia del Sabado 

5:00 p.m.  

Sunday ~ Domingo   
  

English - 7:00 a.m.,  9:00 a.m.,   

*11:00 a.m. &  5:00 p.m. 

Spanish - *1:00 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass ~ Misa Diaria                                                
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday -            
8:00 a.m.      

Wednesday -                                       

*9:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.   

Friday -                                                         
*8:00 a.m.  &  6:30 p.m. in Spanish      

1st Saturday of the month - 8:00 a.m.                                                                    

* = Livestream Masses via YouTube 
 

Eucharistic Adoration                    
Adoración Eucarística  
After Friday 8:00 a.m. Mass and 

After first Friday 6:30 p.m. Mass                                                                                                                                   
Reconciliation ~ Reconciliación     

Saturday ~ 2:30 p.m. -  4:30 p.m. 
Also by appointment if NEEDED 
    

Anointing of the Sick                                   
Unción de los Enfermos 

First Monday of the month after the 

8:00 a.m. Mass.                                      

Emergency phone number for After Hours 

Anointing Only  (951) 396-1247 

December 3, 2023 

689

 Monday thru Friday - 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (closed 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.)

OPTIONAL 



First Sunday of Advent  ~  December 3, 2023 

 GOSPEL MEDITATION -  ENCOURAGE 
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF               
SCRIPTURE                                                            
 Lately I’ve been listening to a science-based 
podcast on healthy daily living. The host frequently 
discusses the wide range of health benefits of sleep. 
So, each night I’m trying to get more, and better, 
slumber, and it’s helping me feel energized. So, why 
in the world should we follow Christ’s advice this 
week? “Watch therefore, for you do not know when 
the master of the house will come … lest he find you 
asleep.” Isn’t sleep, especially at midnight and cock-
crow, a good thing?                                                                      
 Of course, it is. But the wakefulness the Lord 
calls us to is a deep, personal orientation to Him. A 
nightly vigil is therefore a metaphor for this, but it’s 
not just that. We should give up real sleep in order to 
pray, too. This difficult practice is a time-tested way 
to foster wakefulness of heart. When we give up sleep 
to pray, it focuses us. We learn that life is not an end-
less series of days. You and I belong to the Lord — 
awake or asleep, in life and in death. Sooner or later, 
even our need for our physical sleep will pass away. 
And our attentiveness to God — that is, whether we 
are awaiting Him to meet us — will be all that mat-
ters.                                                                  
 May I challenge us this week and this Advent 
to intentionally give up at least one hour of sleep each 
week for prayer? Stay up later, wake up in the middle 
of the night, or an hour earlier, and pray. Will we be a 
bit more tired the next day? Yes. But we’ll be amazed 
at the spiritual wakefulness that results, too.      

— Father John Muir                                                          
©LPi 

 MEDITACIÓN DEL EVANGELIO –  
ALENTAR UN ENTENDIMIENTO MÁS 
PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA                
3 de diciembre de 2023                                              
1er Domingo de Adviento                                                                    

 El Adviento es la espera alegre y activa de la 

preparación a la Navidad; donde celebramos el naci-

miento del Salvador. Nos preparamos para recibir al 

Señor en gozo y acción. El Señor que viene nos invita 

a salir a abrir la puerta para ver más allá de nuestra 

propia realidad. “Cada cristiano y cada comunidad 

discernirá cuál es el camino que Dios le pide, pero 

todos somos invitados a aceptar este llamado: salir de 

la propia comodidad y atreverse a llegar a todas las 

periferias que necesitan la luz del Evangelio. La 

alegría del Evangelio que llena la vida de la comuni-

dad de discípulos es la alegría misionera” (Papa Fran-

cisco). Estas palabras del Papa Francisco no están 

pasadas de moda, son activas para todos nosotros es-

pecialmente en este primer Domingo de Adviento.                                         

 En medio de todo lo que vivimos en la socie-

dad en este tiempo, la invitación continua a seguir 

acogiendo y consolando, en lo que se puede, al inmi-

grante y al que sufre toda clase de violencia. Crear 

nuevas posibilidades para despertar alegría en los co-

razones dormidos. El Evangelio nos advierte: “Estén 

preparados y vigilando, porque no saben cuándo 

llegará ese momento…estén despiertos” (Marcos 

13,33-37). Hay que abrir bien los ojos para descubrir 

dónde está el Señor, porque no es fácil verlo. ¿Cuáles 

actitudes debemos poner en práctica en este Ad-

viento? La confianza, la vigilancia, la hospitalidad y 

la esperanza. ¿Y tú, cuál otra actitud agregarías?                                                      

©LPi 



             

                               

 

Saturday - Sabado, December 2 

 5:00 p.m. † Eusebio Carrera 

              Sunday - Domingo, December 3 

 7:00 a.m. † Lucia Mejia 

 9:00 a.m. Ints. Epi Lemons ~                         

   Happy Birthday 

11:00 a.m.  † Fr. Joseph Felker 

 1:00 p.m. Ints. Soledad Santos 

 5:00 p.m. † Felipe Alcala 

    Monday - Lunes, December 4 

 8:00 a.m. † Barney Alexander 

       Tuesday - Martes, December 5 

8:00 a.m.      † Susie Sanchez  

            Wednesday - Miercoles, December 6  

9:00 a.m.       † Mark Steinshouer                                  

6:30 p.m.       † James Kirk 

 Thursday - Jueves, December 7  

8:00 a.m.        Ints. Peter Leon-Guerrero      

7:00 p.m.   

  Friday - Viernes, December 8  

8:00 a.m.        Souls in Purgatory                                              

7:00 p.m.       Ints. Peter Leon-Guerrero       
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St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Staff              

Personal Parroquial de Santo Tomás Apóstol 

Parochial Administrator                                                                      

Very Rev. Theodore Drennan V.F.                                         

Parochial Vicar -  Fr. Celestine Afugwobi  

Deacons and Deacon Wives                                   

Raul and Maricela Michel                                                                                                                              

Paul (ret.) and Elsie Ann Myers 

   

  Maria Cordeiro                  Ext. 221 

  Secretary                                 mcordeiro@sbdiocese.org 

  Bryant Delafosse  Ext. 236                                                    

  Liturgy Assistant        bdelafosse@sbdiocese.org 

  Valerie Doran   Ext. 224 

  Funeral Coordinator                      vdoran@sbdiocese.org 

  Arcelia Maldonado-López   Ext. 239 

  Office Manager                             alopez@sbdiocese.org 

  Dana Robles    Ext. 240 

  Catechetical Coordinator              drobles@sbdiocese.org 

  Marisol Aceves   Ext. 227 

  Spanish Catechetical Coord       maceves@sbdiocese.org 

  Bertha Muňoz Gomez  Ext. 235 

  Bookkeeper                 bamunozmarquez@sbdiocese.org  

  Lisa Upattiya    Ext. 240                

  Youth Minister                          lupattiya@sbdiocese.org                

  Grace Fernandez   Ext. 233                

  RCIA & Media Coordinator         gfernandez@sbdiocese.org 

  Eileen Gamboa   Ext 241 

  Faith Formation Assistant           egamboa@sbdiocese.org     

           

          Volunteer Coordinators - Call the office  
   

  Arturo & Claudia Monteon           Ext 201                                          

 Baptisms    baptism.stthomasriv@sbdiocese.org          

  Dcn. Raul & Maricela Michel   Ext 231                     

 Weddings & Quinceañeras  rmichel@sbdiocese.org                                
 

     

St. Thomas the Apostle School                 
(951) 689-1981  •  www.stasriverside.com  

        Jeanette Morrow               Principal 

        Jasia Martinez                       Vice Principal 

        Valerie López             Administrative Assistant 

INTENCIÓNES DE MISAS  

    *************************                           

Sanctuary Candle                                        

  

Mother Mary’s Side                                            
 † Susie Sanchez                                              

 † Seth Edward Cesena   

Joseph’s Side                                             
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     Alfred Velasquez, Thomas Vaughn,                          

Francisco Ybarra, Michael Aja, Alberto Jun,           

Otto Schaffler, Karen Blod, Yolanda Meiers,                      

Roger Merino, Gloria DeLeon, Kevin Ramirez,      

Estele Vaca, Marcia Evans, Seth Cesena and      

Steve Fedenuik 

  May the souls of our faithful departed              
rest in peace.                                                            

Descansen en paz las almas de todos                             
los fieles difuntos.  

Prayer request for the sick                                                                                                  

Oremos por nuestros enfermos      

Jeannette Quesada, Chelsea Wandro,                         

Rosemary Ojeda, Joanne DeGeorge,                          

Walt Perne, Michelle Perine, Carol Cowles,           

Sarah Davenport, Cruz Ballesteros, Margie Alvarez, 

Deacon Paul & ElsieAnn Myers, Basil & Sally Binck-

ley, Orest Stetkevich, Mary Schaffler, Santiago Guil-

len, Donna Valenzuela, Gio Roman,  Lidia Bonilla-

Garcia, Raquel Bernal, Jamie Rios, José Luis Cer-

vantes, Margie Cervantes, Irene Meurer, Peter C, 

Cevannah Cheng, Bernice Santa Maria,           

Corinne Malone, Lois Kirk, Adam Ksiazek, Jane Bjel-

ke, Francis Blumschein,  Pennie Rials,             

Juanita Blumschein, Sarah Blumschein,                  

Rey Reboles, Kate Kemp,  Chanelle M Brooks,   

Sharon Drucker, Louis Drucker, Linda Carter, Baby 

Nina Mendonsa, Jojo Doran, Elizabeth Mendez, 

Donna Cabrera, Mary Reategui,  Peter Leon-

Guerrero, Mama Fran Hernandez,  Daling Soledad 

Santos, Tim McNamara, Juana Martin Nicolas,     

Jose Quintana, Del & Deanna Rice, Fernando & 

Denise Moreno, Donna Marshall, Don Fennell,      

Tim St. Croix, Dick & Carol Egan, Avery Brantley,                      

Benjamin Montano, Martha Romero, Epi Lemons,    

Joanne Carter and Patricia Garcia.   

                                                                                             
May they feel the healing power of God.                              

Que sientan el poder sanador de Dios.  

Nacido a la vida eterna 

Continuing the Journey 

This is a Grief Support Group for those 

who are grieving the loss of a loved 

one. It can be a new loss or for those who have loss 

for some time and still experience a heavy grief. We 

continue to gather to help you in this grief by talk-

ing and    supporting you and your journey.  We will 

meet EVERY 1ST MONDAY OF THE MONTH.   

Monday,  December 4th at 10:00 a.m. in the   KDC 

is next meeting. Please come & join us.              

* Saturday, December 4
th  

is the 1
st
 

Monday  of the month, there will 

be  Anointing of the Sick after       

8:00 a.m. Mass.  Please join us.  

   *  For your Security, Side Church doors will be 

 locked just after the  procession of the Mass. 

 Please make way to the Vestibule doors  if 

 you arrive after the start of Mass . 

    Stephen Ministry 

 …Caring for those in crisis from                
family issues,  hospitalizations, 
loss, stress, any of life’s                        
overwhelming challenges.  

 … Christ-centered Confidential                          
 Faith-filled Trained  

…Meeting care receiver on a regular basis and  
listening without judgment  
…Offering prayer and encouragement 

 
Don’t suffer alone! Stephen Ministry is here for 
you. 
To have a Stephen Minister paired with you or to 
have your questions 

 answered, please call the Parish office and leave 
your contact information. 

 A Stephen leader will get in touch with you. 



FAITH FORMATION 
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Youth Confirmation  
Classes have begun.  Contact Information 

   Dana Robles,  Catechetical Coordinator                                      
  drobles@sbdiocese.org 

   Eileen Gamboa,  Faith Formation Assistant                                  

  egamboa@sbdiocese.org    

 Faith Formation  
Registration Forms and steps for enrollment are   
located in the vestibule of the church and the                     
parish office.      
Dana Robles, Coordinator of Catechetical Ministry  

and  Eileen Gamboa, Faith Formation Assistant 

                                            

Adult  Confirmation    

Please check our website for important Adult   

Sacrament  information or contact the                        

RCIA Coordinator, Grace Fernandez in the    

church office or email her at                                               

gfernandez@sbdiocese.org                                             

  

Youth Ministry Mass 

and Gathering every 

1st Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 

                                                    

   Formed.org is a premier online plat-

form filled with over 4,000 Catholic studies, 

movies,    audio, dramas, talks,  e-books and 

even cartoons for children, also many many  

titles in Spanish. Bring your family together to 

view the many Advent series FORMED has 

for the family.  Best  of All, This is all free to 

you!                                                                

https://watch.formed.org/browse 

                    

  

  Young Adult Ministry 

           

                                                                              

We are also on Instagram: @stthomas_yam! 

 

 Home Schooling Ministry 

Interested in Homeschooling? 

Looking for a Homeschool community? 

The Homeschool Ministry invites you to our 

Homeschool Masses at 11:00 a.m. on the following 

Contact Lori-Ann Mauricio for more information 

juanandloriann@yahoo.com or 858-337-6397     

 

 BE ENRICHED! EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTIFUL 

TRADITION OF THE SIMBANG GABI!  

Please join the St. Thomas Filipino Ministry 

in  celebrating the Simbang Gabi on Friday,                         

December 15.  It will start with a cultural 

Advent Mass at  7:00 p.m.,  followed by a 

reception and program in the Parish Hall!. 

All are welcome!  
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Ya estamos recibiendo tarjetas de regalo de Navi-

dad para los más necesitados de la parroquia. 

Por favor traiga su generosa donación de tarjetas de 

regalo a la oficina parroquial, colóquela en la canasta 

de colecta del fin de semana o envíela por correo a 

Santo Tomás Apóstol “Atención Arcelia”. 

 

¡Gracias! Y que Dios bendiga su generosidad. 

 Para informacion sobre servicios de Reconciliacion 

(confesiones) en parroquias cercanas, por favor vea 

la pagina #12 de este boletin. 

www.mfisbdiocese.org 

(909) 475-5375 

Email:  pmfp@sbdiocese.org 



Diciembre 3, 2023                         Page 7  

  

 

 ******* Morning Offer-

"Immaculate Mary, your praises we sing!"  

December 8th is one of our feasts celebrating Mary - the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. From the begin-
nings of the Church, spiritual writers and theologians have 
acknowledged the innocence and holiness of Mary. St. Ire-
naeus called her the "new Eve." Both faced with the pure 
freedom to accept or reject God, Mary began with work of 
redemption with her yes to Christ! The Church began to cel-
ebrate the feast of Mary's conception in the early Middle 
Ages. In 1854, Pope Pius IX infallibly declared that Mary 
was free of original sin from the first moment of her concep-
tion. On this feast day, we celebrate the beauty and good-

ness of Our Lady! 

"¡María Inmaculada, tus alabanzas cantamos!" 

El 8 de diciembre es una de nuestras fiestas que celebran 
a María, la Solemnidad de la Inmaculada Concepción. 
Desde los inicios de la Iglesia, los escritores espirituales y 
teólogos han reconocido la inocencia y santidad de María. 
San Ireneo la llamó la "nueva Eva". Ante la pura libertad 
de aceptar o rechazar a Dios, María comenzó la obra de 
redención con su ¡sí a Cristo! La Iglesia comenzó a cele-
brar la fiesta de la concepción de María en la Alta Edad 
Media. En 1854, el Papa Pío IX declaró infaliblemente 
que María estaba libre de pecado original desde el primer 
momento de su concepción. ¡En este día festivo celebra-

mos la belleza y la bondad de Nuestra Señora! 

Acompanenos en el Novenario de Rosarios a Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe 

   Del 3 al 11 de diciembre 

   7:00 p.m.   

Patio de la Parroquia 

Los esperamos! 
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Christmas Gift Card collection for 

the needy of the parish is open.  
 

Please bring your generous donation 

of gift cards to the parish office, drop 

in the weekend collection basket or 

mail in to St. Thomas the Apostle    

“Attention Arcelia”.                             
 

Thank you!                        

God bless your generous 

heart. 

Youth Ministry Mass 

Join us Monday, December 4th and 

every First Sunday of the month  

at 6:00 p.m. in the church. 

Confessions at 5:00 p.m. 

Gathering after Mass in                     

Parish Patio. 

Sunday, December the 3rd                                 

“Retirement Fund for Religious”.             

Please give to those                                            

who have given a lifetime. Envelopes are in 

the pew.                                                                

Done a los que donaron su vida 

 

Unveil the beauty of your identity as a daugh-

ter of God and Nurture your faith alongside 

likeminded women. Join our Endow Women’s 

group, dedicated to fostering profound friend-

ships through the study of our Catholic Faith.  

Discover your unique mission in life while 

growing in faith and knowledge. Curious to 

learn more? Our next study awaits! 

We invite you to our informational meeting on 

Tuesday, January 9th, at 7PM in the KDC. 

Embrace this opportunity to connect and grow 

together. Come and join us! 

For more information contact                                       

Sandra Burroughs at                                                    

scburroughs@msn.com  
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St. Thomas the Apostle School 
TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN ~ ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ~ MIDDLE SCHOOL 

• 9136 Magnolia Avenue. Riverside, Ca. 92503 • 951.689.1981 •                                                       

stasriverside.com • www.facebook.com/stthomastheapostleschool • Instagram @stasriverside     

Office Hours: Mon.- Thurs. 7:30am-3:30pm • Scrip Hours: Tues. 8:00-8:30am Thurs. 2:30-3:00pm 

Donations to the school are 
Tax-Deductible! 

If you donate to the school, 
you will receive a tax id# let-

ter from the school.  
Donations can be mailed to 
the school or turned in at 
church collection labeled 

"SCHOOL" 
Thank you for your support! 

FAITH-FILLED  • LIFELONG LEARNERS  • EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATORS  • RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS                                                                                                         

Join us for Mass every 

Wednesday @9:00am 

schedule a 

The school office will be closed December 18th-January 1st 
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ECLIPS HAIR STUDIO
Men, Women & Children

Haircuts, Coloring, Perms, & Highlights
Senior Discount Available

3709 Arlington Avenue #A
Riverside, CA 92506

951-213-6800
Tuesday-Friday 10-6

Saturday 8-3
WALK-INS WELCOME

Hablo Español 
St Thomas Parishioner

WANT TO BECOME
A FOSTER PARENT?

ABC Foster Family Agency

(800) 595-2007  Available 24 Hours
(951) 423-4434  9am-5pm

www.abcfoster.com • Se habla Español
We Proudly Serve Orange, Riverside,

and San Bernadino County

Foster parents can create a hopeful future for innocent children by providing a loving
safe home. Foster parents receive a minimum reimbursement of $1,129 per month.
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California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Lisa Andre
Realtor®

Search the MLS at
www.Lisaandre.com

(951) 217-2220
Selling Riverside
Country’s Finest

Homes Since 1991

Big and Small,
I Sell Them All!

10% of all Commissions resulting
from this ad will be donated to
St. Thomas The Apostle Church

or School (your choice)

St. Thomas Parishioner

Scott J. McIntire, ChFC®
Vice President – Wealth Management Advisor

3550 Vine Street, Suite 300 • Riverside, CA 92507
scott_mcintire@ml.com
fa.ml.com/scott_mcintire
951.369.3827

Gary Bottom
Broker/Owner

“Buying or selling, I will help you 
hit the BOTTOM line!!”

(951) 233-1385
garybottom@gmail.com 

DRE#01373459

Real Estate Sales and
Professional Property Management

St. Thomas Parishioner

EQUIPMENT RENTALS • MASONRY SUPPLIES • LANDSCAPING MATERIALS

3890 Pierce St, Riverside
951.689-3400 

www.masonrysupply.com

Ajay G Meka MD Inc. / AMG IPA
9041 Magnolia Ave., Ste. 301 • Riverside, CA
951.729.5107 – Office  
www.amistadseniormedicalclinics.com      Senior Clinic

Armando Huerta
Health Plan Advisor  Lic#0M90515
Cell: (626) 716-8166  Office: (626) 522-1617
Email: ahuerta@huertahealthagency.com
Hablo Español    Medicare Plan Review at No Cost!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Joanne Sullins
 

jsullins@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2662

Anthony Duk, MD  (909) 588 9275
provider.kareo.com/anthony-duk-1

metamorphicpsych@gmail.com

Psychiatry

Plumbing & Drain Repair • Reasonably Priced

Luke Bates/ Parishioner
951-897-2920    ampleluke@gmail.com

C-36 Lisc# 894979

Since 1962

7112 Magnolia Avenue
Riverside, CA 92504

FRESH FLOWERS  FRESH FLOWERS  
& GIFTS& GIFTS
Any OccasionAny Occasion
WeddingsWeddings
QuinceañerasQuinceañeras
FuneralsFunerals

951-784-0960951-784-0960
riversideflowerclubca.com  |  riverflowershop701@gmail.com

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
$1995

/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert md-medalert.com800.808.9294

CALL NOW!

Evergreen Memorial
Park & Mausoleum

Honor and celebrate life in a setting fit for remembering legends.
Evergreen Memorial Park is the perfect historic scenic

setting where families and friends can celebrate life.
4414 14th St • Riverside, CA

(951) 683-1840 • EvergreenMemorialParkandMausoleum.comCalifornia License  COA#13

RUDY GUTIERREZ
  Special $1,850

  10’ X 25’ Concrete Patio Slab
• Driveway • Sideways • Patio

• Pool Decks • Block Work • Stamp Concrete

Lic. # 985695 C8 & C29
909-721-3493 – Free Estimates

VICTORY PLUMBING
• Drain Cleaning • Water Filtration

• Waste Disposal • Water Leak
• Slab Leak • Repipe • Gas Leak

• Water Heaters, Tankless
• Install Security Camera, Doorbells
RICK  909-805-5567

CROWN Assisted Living
Dedicated to Providing Quality Companion

Care In An Intimate Family Home Atmosphere
Mae Galo Owner/Administrator
2105 W. Ontario Ave., Corona, CA

(951) 393-0452
Facility Lic. #331880537

Domingo R. 
Castillo

Attorney at Law

Immigration Law • Accident Law
Family Law/Divorce & Auto/Work Injuries

951-552-9181
castillolaw2000@aol.com • www.castillolaw.us

Serving the Entire Inland Empire
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December 3, 2023                         Page 12  

Schedule of surrounding Parish Reconciliations                                                       

Calendario de Reconciliaciones Parroquiales aledañas 
  

St. John the Evangelist                      Monday,          December  4 
Queen of Angels                                 Tuesday,         December  5 
St. Mel                                                  Wednesday,   December  6 
St. Matthew                                         Thursday,        December  7 
St. Catherine of Alexandria                Monday,         December  11 
St. Edward                                           Thursday,       December  14 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help               Monday,          December  18 
Corpus Christi                                    Tuesday,         December  19 
St. Mary Magdalene                            Wednesday,   December  20 
St. Andrew Newman Center        Thursday,       December  21 
  

Services at 7:00 p.m. at all parishes 

Maybe something advent, 1st week form 

LPi 

  Mass times 

Thursday, the 7th Vigil  - 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, the 8th - 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m., Bilingual 

  Mass Times 

   Tuesday, 12/12  -  8:00a.m. & 7:00p.m. 

   With Mañanitas at 5:00 a.m. 

 

St. Thomas the Apostle Church is 

a blessed giving community. We 

have met our DDF goal for this 

year. All DDF gifts received until 

December 31st will now come back 

to St. Thomas parish 100%. It is 

not to late to be included in the 

2023 Appeal. Thank you 

Consider during this Advent time an extra     

sacrifice of  time, talent or treasure with prayer,  

teaching or extra special time spent with family,  

friends and Jesus. 


